 (Date)
The Honorable Arne Duncan
Secretary of Education

U. S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20202

Dear Secretary Duncan,

(Organization) supports the Indiana Department of Education’s Race to the Top grant application. (I/We) believe this is a timely, well-crafted plan to improve Indiana’s schools. 
Never before has the U.S. Department of Education made reform-minded competition the prerequisite for receiving funding.  The federal Race to the Top competitive grant has the potential to invigorate and expedite reform efforts throughout the nation, and already has helped drive many bold changes in Indiana. 
Indiana is taking full advantage of this unprecedented opportunity for our students and schools by focusing on the four areas of reform outlined by the Race to the Top - areas (Organization) strongly supports: internationally benchmarked academic standards, recruitment and retention of effective teachers, data systems that drive instruction, and dramatic turnarounds for our worst-performing schools. 

In total, Indiana has made significant progress in fostering a reform-ready environment targeted in each of these areas. It is our belief these changes are overdue in Indiana and throughout the nation.  In particular, we believe these reforms position our schools to better prepare students for the challenges of the modern workforce, to close the achievement gap, and to increase graduation rates.  

As a (business/community organization/government official/other), (I/we) recognize that maintaining the status quo in education is unacceptable.  Schools are the nucleus of any community, and the entire community stands to gain from better schools.  With that in mind, (I/we) are committed to standing behind the IDOE’s Race-to-the-Top application and its plan to provide Hoosier students an education that is among the best in the nation and the world.

Winning the Race to the Top money will only increase the magnitude and speed of change in Indiana.

(I/We) are confident that upon close examination, you will find Indiana is a national leader in education reform—a state ready to transform education for every student.  

Sincerely,
(Organization/Signature)
